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My French House, an estate agency, says:
“There’s a real urge for people to get back
to basics and a simpler life, usually
looking to be self-sufficient and definitely
with some outdoor space.”

Particularly popular are Normandy
and the Vendée, where you can find

Northern Italy was one of the hardest-hit
regions when the coronavirus raged
through Europe. The Italian borders

have already reopened and there is no
requirement for UK arrivals to quarantine.
Bars, restaurants, non-essential shops,
parks and museums are open. Hotels

housing market. “We have people who
are keen to view properties, but they
don’t want to commit with the
uncertainty of quarantine in Britain,”
says Gemma Bruce of Casa & Country
| estateagency.

They now want properties outside
cities — within 30-45 minutes of Florence,
for example — and rural properties

1ing to normal,

nts as well as sights
opening —and that offer the chance to farm anything
nin. “We have a from wine and olive oil to saffron and

sunflower oil.
- Luxury Villa Italy in Milan, says that the
country’s “flat tax” of €100,000 for
wealthy buyers, regardless 6f how much
they earn, continues to drive demand in
the bel paese. “We’ve already had three
Russian oligarchs who have moved to
Italy since the start of the year.”
Turrini says the most popular locations
with his clientele are: Tuscany, lakes
Como, Maggiore and Garda in the north,
and Porto Cervo and Porto Rotondo in
‘Sardinia. Tuscany is also a top choice,

 with prices to match. Properties in May
cost an average of €2,208 per sqm
compared with a national median of
€1,702, although hop to Umbria and prices
are €1,081, according to Idealista.
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value for money and the convenience
of being close to ferry ports for access Dolphin Capita
by road and the ability to travel in one’s Partners is
own car. However, although borders open | building two tc
to EU and Schengen countries tomorrow, five-bedroom
British tourists will have to quarantine private villas o
for 14 days on arrival. the Greek islar
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